
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Features 
The Great Barrier 

Reef 

Located in the Coral Sea, off the north-

eastern coast of Australia, sits the world’s 

largest coral reef system, composed of 

2900 individual reefs and 900 islands. It 

stretches for over 2300km. Global 

warming is having a devastating affect on 

the coral, with over half disappearing since 

1985. 

Uluru (Ayres Rock) Ayres Rock is an enormous sandstone rock 

located in the northern territory of 

Australia. Uluru is sacred to 

the Pitjantjatjara Anangu, the Aboriginal 

people of the area. It is estimated to be 

around 600 million years old. 

The Outback Often called ‘the bush’, the Australian 

Outback is a vast, interior area of dry land 

with a very low human population due to 

high temperatures. Indigenous Australians 

have lived here for over 50,000 years. 

Polynesia Polynesia is made up of over 1000 

separate islands scattered over the Pacific 

Ocean. The largest country in Polynesia is 

New Zealand. The settler’s ancestors 

originally came from south-east Asia 

30,000 years ago. 

Human Features 

Indigenous Peoples Long before European settlers arrived in 

Oceania, they inhabited all of the land and 

were native to the islands. Many have 

struggled to adapt to the modern way of 

life and were victim to disease and loss of 

hunting land by the European settlers.  

Sydney Harbour The famous Opera House and Harbour 

Bridge are iconic landmarks of Australia. 

The steel bridge was built in 1923 and 

connects the commercial and residential 

parts of Sydney. The Opera House was 

built in 1959. 

Sports and Recreation Australia and New Zealand are famed for 

their sporting accomplishments 

considering the size of their populations, 

particularly in rugby, cricket and football 

(soccer). A strong rivalry exists between 

the two nations.  

Key Vocabulary 

archipelago a stretch of sea having many islands 

assimilation integration of people into a wider society and thus 

losing their original sense of culture/identity 

atoll a ring-shaped reef or islands formed of coral 

cash crops sweet potato, sugar cane, coffee, rubber and 

copra (dried coconut meat) sold for profits 

colonisation Portuguese navigators reached the islands in 1512 

Equator imaginary line across the earth separating the 

north and south hemispheres 

lagoon shallow body of water separated from a larger 

body of water by barrier islands or reefs 

Maori indigenous Polynesian people of New Zealand 

nuclear 

tests 

Due to sparse populations, nuclear testing has 

occurred here. In 1952 the fallout from one such 

test meant inhabitants from the Rongelap Atoll 

had to be evacuated. 

Stolen 

Generation 

Children of Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander descent were removed from their families 

by the Australian Federal and State government 

agencies to aid assimilation between 1905 and 

1967. An apology was given by Kevin Rudd (the 

Australian PM) in 2008 but much of the hardship 

and problems it caused remain. 

Mount Wilhelm   Mount Giluwe  Mount Kubor      

(Papua New Guinea) 

            4509m             4367m           4359m 

Fauna (animals) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Flora (plants) 
 

 

Australia / Oceania 
Fact Box 

It is the smallest 

continent in the world 

covering 8.6 million 

km² and is the second 

least-populated 

continent (after 

Antarctica) with 

around 40 million 

inhabitants. 
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Examples: kangaroos, wombats, platypus, crocodiles, Tasmanian 

devils and koala bears (also – dingoes, emus, Kiwis and 

kookaburras). 

Largest 

Populations 
 

            Australia 

          (25 million people) 

 

 

 

          

            Papua New Guinea 

        (8.6 million people) 

 

 

 

                                 

New Zealand 

        (4.8 million people) 
    eucalyptus       kauri             acacia           baobab       hibiscus    breadfruit 

Tallest Mountains 
 

Longest Rivers 

 

                          Murray (Australia) – 2508km 

                       

                          Murrumbidgee (Australia) – 1485km 

 

                          Darling (Australia) – 1472km 

Climate 
Australasia has a varied climate from temperate conditions in 

the north of the continent to the more temperate climes of 

New Zealand. The northern areas of Australasia lying 

between the Equator and the Tropic of Capricorn experience 

a predominantly tropical climate. In New Zealand, however, 

the climate ranges from subtropical in the north to 

temperate in the south, with snowfall in the higher regions of 

the southern island. The Pacific Ocean islands have mainly a 

tropical climate, so it is warm and humid all year round. 

Australia is well-known for its enormous expanse of outback 

and desert-like conditions where temperatures can soar 

above 40°C in the day and as cold as -2°C at night. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Oceania.png by Cacahuate 



   



 

 



 

 


