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EVEREST - Comprehension 

1. Mount Everest is in the ______________________ 

mountain range. 

2. Hypoxia is caused by 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

3. A person with cerebral hypoxia shows the following 

symptoms: 

-  ______________________________________ 

-  ______________________________________ 

-  _______________________________________ 

-  _______________________________________ 

-  _______________________________________ 

4. Climbers with large lungs might be at an advantage 

because __________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

 



5. Khumbu Icefall is so hazardous because___________ 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

6. Climbers are helped to cross the crevasses in the 

icefall by __________________________________ 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

7. The Death Zone is located _____________________ 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

8. The Death Zone is given that name because ________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_______________________________________ 



 

Text Type:    Newspaper Report     RH VERSION 

Purpose: To inform and to entertain 

Text 

Features:  

Written in the past tense: (said, was, told, saw etc) 

Written in the third person: (he, she, they, his, her) 

Openers: To signal time and sequence: Yesterday…, It started…, At 

first…, Soon…, Then..., Next…, Later..., Eventually..., At last…, 

Finally..., 

For dramatic effect: Fortunately..., Unfortunately..., 

Unbelievably..., Remarkably   , Luckily..., Happily..., Sadly..., 

Tragically..., Suddenly..., Despite..., Eventually..., 

Connectives: Cause and effect: so, so that,  because,  therefore,  since,  

consequently 

Contrast and comparison: but,  however,  although,  despite, 

nevertheless 

Vocabulary: article, reporter, photographer, eye-witness, by-stander, on-

looker, innocent, guilty, victim, brave, hero, commented, incident, 

accident, injured, dangerous, tragedy, spectacular, escaped, 

police, ambulance, fire brigade 

 Detailed descriptions.   

 Photograph.   

Caption underneath photograph.   

 Varied sentence structure. 

 

WHO? 

 

 

 

 

WHAT? WHEN? WHERE? WHY? 

 

 

 

HOW? 

 

 

Headline: The main idea – short, catchy, not necessarily a sentence, might 

include word play, puns/double meaning/homonyms, alliteration, rhyme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Lead paragraph/The Orientation: The main facts, the report in brief.  Must 

include: who, what, where, when?   Sets the scene and summarises the main 

points of the article – may only be one sentence.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Main paragraph: More details of who, where, when, why, how: (names and ages 

of those involved, actual times, place names etc).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Main paragraph: More details including reactions. Comments and quotes by 

witnesses or the people involved about the events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Reorientation:  Summarise what has happened.  Consider what might happen in 

the future.  Aim to link the end back to the start. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Touching the Void 

 

1.  In the first paragraph, ‘Touching the Void’ is written 

________________________________________. 

This is because_____________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

2.  The expression ‘my grip on the rope kept easing 

despite my best efforts’ means _________________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

3.  When it says ‘the thought overwhelmed me’, I would 

be feeling _________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

4.  A synonym for ‘halted’ is ______________________ 

5. If ‘panic threatened to swamp me’, this means_______ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

6.  A ‘mitt’ is _________________________________ 

7. I think that the metal blade stuck to his lips when he 

opened it with his teeth’ because ________________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

8. ‘Protruded’ means ___________________________ 

9. ‘Stifled’ means _____________________________ 

 



10. I think that Simon was/was not right to do what 

he did to Joe because ________________________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

11.  Initially, I think that Joe would have felt______ 

___________________because _______________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Later, after he returned to safety and the camp, I 

think that he would have felt ___________________ 

because __________________________________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

 

12.  A ‘void’ is _____________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

13.  In my opinion, the book’s title is _____________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 


